
The football is an easier matter. It is easier to work out who to support, or if we are interested in it at all. For the clergy, it al-ways means ensuring that meetings are not scheduled to coincide with important matches! 
These next couple of weeks will be highly charged, and interesting to witness. We should always remember, though, that whatever our views, and whatever our allegiances, our first allegiance is to Christ, and to giving glory to him in our lives. My prayer is that we, the Cath-olics of this country, will have as much enthusiasm for Christ as football fans have for football and the ‘remainers’ and the ‘brexiteers’ have for their side in the debate. 

Europe is at the forefront of our minds at the mo-ment. We can barely avoid it, with not only the refer-endum coming up in a cou-ple of weeks, but also the European football champi-onship under way.  
Referendums are rare in our country, thankfully. It is a sad sight seeing how the two sides in what was promised to be a debate, have resorted only to what have been called ‘scare tactics’, leaving those of us who have to decide how to vote somewhat confused, with the feeling of not hav-ing enough proper objec-tive information. I, for one, know exactly how I am going to vote a week on Thursday. But I have no intention of proclaiming that in the hope of per-suading others. The Bish-

ops have given us good advice in deciding how to vote in this referendum. They advise us, before voting, to consider: How does my vote best serve the common good? In oth-er words, how does the way I vote bring about justice for the greatest number? How does it make the recognition of the dig-nity of the human person more likely to be respect-ed? How does my vote recognise the good not only of mutual cooperation between nations, but also the pride that we should have in our country? Weighing up these ques-tions may lead any two of us to vote a different way. There is certainly no ‘Catholic  way’ of voting in this referendum, and I am sure that there are good Catholics on both sides.  

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Luke the Evangelist died c. 84 The Gospel of St Luke clearly has the theme of the mercy of God at the heart of it. This makes St Luke the evangelist of mercy. Enshrined at the centre of the Gospel are the three parables of mercy: the lost sheep, the lost coin and the Prodigal Son. This latter parable, only found in St Luke, is the foremost para-

ble of mercy, where the father reaches out to both of his sons who did not know the depth of his love. St Luke is also recounts the words of mercy given to the repentant criminal cru-cified with Jesus. By tradi-tion, St Luke was a physi-cian, who cared for the sick. As evangelist he was keen to portray Jesus as the physician of the soul in need of mercy.   
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 Biddulph 

Goldenhill 

Kidsgrove 

Packmoor 

The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am, Monday 5.30pm 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm   

Saturday 11th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Special Intention (BFB) 
Sunday 12th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Holy Souls 
Eleventh Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Ellen Coyne 
the Year    1.00pm Baptism  
    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 
Monday 13th  9.15am    Holy Mass  Holy Souls 
St Anthony  5.15pm   Eucharistic Adoration  
  6.00pm   Novena Mass Holy Souls 
Tuesday 14th 9.15am    Word & Communion  
Feria    2.15pm Holy Rosary  
Wednesday 15th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  
Feria   12noon  Holy Mass Angela Doherty 
Thursday 16th   11.00am  Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 
Feria 6.00pm    Holy Mass or Word & Communion  

Friday 17th           Feria    6.00pm Holy Mass or Word & Communion  

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  
Saturday 18th     Dedication of the  10.30am    Holy Mass or Word & Communion  
Cathedral   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Holy Souls 
Sunday 19th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John Orme 
Twelfth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Jean Colclough 
the Year Day for Life    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Joan Gilligan (BC), Foden Family 
St Joseph’s: Margaret Hamshere  
The Sanctuary lamps at all of our church-es are available to be dedicated for a week. If you wish to donate (minimum £5) for a sanctuary lamp, please see Fr Julian, or Tony Giannasi at St John’s. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available to see parishion-ers for any need on Monday eve-nings, 7pm to 8pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, Goldenhill.  No need to make an appointment - just turn up. 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for June 
That the aged, marginalised, and those who have no one may find -even within the huge cities of the world - opportunities for encounter and solidarity. 
That seminarians and men and wom-en entering religious life may have mentors who live the joy of the Gos-pel and prepare them wisely for their mission. 
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PASTORAL 
Fr Paul’s Silver Jubilee This year Fr Paul Dean celebrates 25 years of Ordination to the Priesthood. He will be celebrating a Mass of Thanks-giving for his Jubilee on Saturday 23rd July at 11.30am at St Joseph’s Church. All parishioners are invited to come and share with Fr Paul in this celebration. Parishioners are asked to bring items for a buffet in St Joseph’s school after the Mass, which will be open to all parishioners and to Fr Paul’s family and invited guests. 
First Holy Communion The final dates for parents and children’s meet-ings for this year’s First Holy Com-munion programme are: Wednesday 15th June at St Joseph’s Academy; Thursday 23rd June at St John’s Academy. All First Holy Communion parents and children should attend one of these. Both meetings begin at 6.30pm and are for one hour. 
English Martyrs’ Consecration Dates for the next working group meeting are as follows: Wednesday 8th June, 6pm: Building & Fabric group meeting. Tuesday 5th July, 7pm: Celebration group meeting. All meetings will be in the meeting room at English Martyrs’ Church. 
Biddulph SVP There will be a meeting of the SVP on Tuesday 14th June at 7pm in the meeting room. 
Adoration Day The Eucharistic Adoration Day at St Patrick’s Pack-moor will be on Friday 24th June, the Feast of St John the Baptist. Ado-ration will begin at 10am and end with Benediction at 5.40pm followed by the Mass of the Day at 6pm. 
School Mass This week’s Mass for the school at English Martyrs’ is on Monday rather than on Tuesday.  

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 
Open Café Biddulph Churches To-gether are again running a Saturday café at Biddulph Town Hall during July. It will be open for 4  Saturday’s in July starting on the 9th and finish-ing on the 30th from 10am till 12noon. They are looking for volun-teers to help, if interested please con-tact Tessa Hall on 01782 512626 
Pilgrimage Day Trip If you would like to book a place on our pilgrim-age day trip to Hereford on Saturday 25th June, please contact Teresa in the parish office. Price £15. 
Fundraising BBQ We will be hav-ing a BBQ to raise funds for the World Youth Day pilgrimage to Po-land on Sunday 26th June from 12.30pm. Forget cooking Sunday lunch and come along and help our young people raise their funds. 
St Patrick’s Garden Party This year’s garden party will be on Satur-day 9th July from 2pm to 4pm. We would appreciate any saleable items, or offers help with running stalls and providing refreshments. Please keep the date free and come along. 
Party in the Park There will be a  tea party for senior citizens today, 12noon to 3pm at Clough Hall Park, Kidsgrove. The party has been organ-ised by Kidsgrove Town Council and the Rotary Club of Kidsgrove to cele-brate HM Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday. Everyone is invited to this free event. 
Friendship Club The club will next meet on Wednesday 22nd June at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for just a £1. If you need transport please contact Matt Ford on 07587034299 who will be able to arrange. 

YEAR OF MERCY 
Evenings of Mercy The next Even-ing will be on Wednesday 6th July at 7pm at St Wulstan’s in Wolstanton. Come along to the Evening of Mercy and keep the momentum of the Holy Year going! 

ENGLISH MARTYRS ’  

Leisure Centre. It will be a full buf-fet, with carved meats and dressed salmon, with lots of prepared salads and puddings too. Wine and other drinks are being provided. The cost of all of this is included in the ticket price. The price of an adult ticket is £15. There is a special offer to fami-lies for a ticket for two adults plus two children (up to 16) £35. Addi-tional children (up to 16) go for £7.50. Tickets are on sale after Mass. 
Consecration Candles You will have seen that the Consecration crosses are now in place in the Church. These have been generously donated by McGough’s Funeral Di-rectors. Each cross has to have a can-dle placed under it, and these candle holders are being made in brass for this purpose. The cost of each candle holder and bracket is £100. If you would like to donate one of these in memory of a loved one, then please see Fr Julian.  
Parking Please ensure that you do not obstruct the parking bays in front of the youth centre next door if you park on the road outside the Church on Sunday mornings.  

Celebration Lunch After the Con-secration of the Church on Saturday 17th September, we are inviting pa-rishioners to come to a celebration lunch which is being put on at the 

YOUNG PEOPLE 
Church Appeal Would all the pil-grims for World Youth Day please contact Fr Julian this week to coordi-nate who is covering which Mass and who is speaking at the end of Mass. 
Preparation Meeting The next meeting for all the pilgrims for World Youth Day will be next Sun-day at 8pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery. We will be doing more of the spiritu-al preparation as well as organising for the following week’s BBQ and other fundraising. Parents are also welcome to come along. 
Commissioning Mass All the pil-grims for WYD are invited (and should try to) come to the commis-sioning Mass for the young people from the whole Diocese. It is on Monday 4th July. Minibus departs St Joseph’s at 5pm. The Archbishop has specifically asked us to take part. 



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, my Saviour. 
Response to the Psalm: Forgive, Lord, the guilt of my sin. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; no one can come to the Father except through me. [Alleluia.] 
Eucharistic Prayer II (with its own preface) 
Acclamation:  When we eat... 
Communion Antiphon: There is one thing I ask of the Lord, only this do I seek: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Eleventh Sunday of the Year (C)   CTS Sunday Missal page 1005         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid £383.50, Non-Gift Aid £190.84, Total £574.34.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £222.20, Non-Gift Aid £143.92, Total £366.12.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £271.00, Non-Gift Aid £137.90, Total £408.90.          Many Thanks. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 7:36-8:3 

We often squander the great gift of salvation we’ve been given. Often we fail to live up to the great calling of being sons and daughters of God. The good news of today’s Gospel, is that we can return to God in the sacrament of confession. Our faith will save us, as Jesus tells the woman today. Our faith that no matter how many our sins, or how serious, if we come to him in true sor-row and repentance we will hear his words of forgiveness. By His word of healing and his promise of peace, He makes it possible for us to join Him at the banquet table of the Eucharist. We can’t be like the Pharisee in the Gospel. We should never disdain the sinner or doubt the Lord’s power to convert even the worst of sinners. Instead, we should pledge today to better imitate that sinful wom-an. In gratitude for the debt we’ve been forgiven, let us devote our lives to serving Him with great love. 

Brightlights Festival The Bright-lights Festival is a weekend Catholic youth festival for young adults aged 16 to 30 at Alton Castle next week-end, 17th to 19th June. It is possible to stay at the Castle for the whole festival, or to camp, or to go along just for the day. For full details look on the website altoncastle.co.uk 
Days of Prayer for Vocations The Eucharistic Adoration days for June are as follows: St John the Bap-tist, Alton, Tuesday 14th. St Mary’s, Leek Wednesday 15th, 9.30am Mass, Adoration until 4pm. St Patrick’s, Packmoor (see notices on page 3). Our Blessed Lady and St John the Baptist, Ashley, Saturday 25th, 12noon Adoration until 6pm Mass. 
Alton Castle There will be a Mass on Sunday 19th June at 2.30pm, fol-lowed by refreshments, to launch the 

Baptisms 
Welcome to the family of the Church to Ivy Rose Waters who is to be bap-tised at St Patrick’s today. 

Next Sunday There will be a short appeal by the young people of the parish who are going to World Youth Day for funds to support their pil-grimage. There will be a second col-lection for that purpose. 
Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, No.111 R Bentley; 2nd Prize £10, No.11 B Fryer; 3rd Prize £5, No.33 M Lovatt. 

20th Anniversary of Alton Castle as a children’s retreat centre. 
Father Hudson’s Summer Fete The fete will take place Saturday 25th June 1pm to 4pm in the grounds of St Joseph’s  Res ident ia l  Home, Coleshill. Anyone wishing to go to this event a coach has been organised from Stoke, please contact Matt Ford 07587034299. Entry to the fete is free but there may be a charge for the coach. 
Prayer and Celebration The North Staffs branch of CAFOD have organised a celebration to pray for the refugee crisis on Sunday 10th July at 3pm, starting  at the Coolock Pas-toral Centre and finishing at the Holy Trinity Church, Newcastle. 
Kenelm Youth Trust There will be a celebration on the Feast of St 

Talents For all who have taken part in the Biddulph Talents, we are now collecting in the money you have made together with the original £10. Please ensure that Jackie Menzies has received your £10 plus profits! 

Kenelm at Our Lady & St Wer-burgh’s, Clayton on Sunday 17th July 2016, 12noon to 5pm. An oppor-tunity for Youth Groups, School Chaplaincy, Parish Volunteers and N Staffs Lourdes Groups  to get togeth-er and share experiences. There will be games and bring a picnic lunch. Mass at 4pm. 
Annual Rosary Rally The Rally takes place at Grace Dieu Manor, Leicestershire on Sunday 21st Au-gust, starting with Mass at 3pm.The principle celebrant is Rt Rev Patrick McKinney, Bishop of Nottingham There will be a break after Mass for picnics (not provided) followed by Rosary procession, Crowning of the Statue of Our Lady and Benediction. It is advisable to bring a folding chair or stool.  


